Clay County Redevelopment Commission

Regular Meeting

January 25, 2005

The Clay County Redevelopment Commission met for a regular meeting on Tuesday January 25, 2005 at 7:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Court Room at the Clay County Court House.

Members present were Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Rob Moore, Bill Sisson, and Dr. David Bretweiser.  Jack Braden, Janice Gooch, and Brandy Means were absent.

President Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00.

IN THE MATTER OF THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Ms. Alumbaugh moved to retain the same officers from 2004.  Mr. Sisson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Officers of the Clay County Redevelopment Commission for 2005 are Robert Moore, President: William Sisson, Vice-President: Joseph Dierdorf, Treasurer.
IN THE MATTER OF THE H.J. UMBAUGH BILL

Ms. Alumbaugh presented a bill from H.J. Umbaugh, who had performed an annual audit on the three TIF areas in the County.  It was her recommendation to pay the invoice.
Mr. Sisson moved to approve payment of the Umbaugh invoice.  Ms. Alumbaugh seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CITY OF BRAZIL WATER STUDY

Mr. Scott Craig, counsel for the Clay County Redevelopment Commission, presented a proposed resolution for the Commission to consider regarding the cooperative water study for the City of Brazil.  The study would evaluate the present configuration and status of the city water system with regard to providing an adequate water service to the I-70 development area.  President Moore read the following proposed resolution in its entirety:

RESOLUTION 2005-1
Clay County Redevelopment Commission


APPROVING FUNDING FOR WATER SYSTEM STUDY


WHEREAS, the Clay County ("County") Redevelopment Commission ("Commission") on July 10, 2000, adopted a resolution confirming the creation of the I70/State Road 59 Economic Development Area and further declaring said EDA to be an Allocation Area pursuant to IC 36-7-14-39 ;and 

WHEREAS, additional studies are required to determine the most financially viable means to create economic development with in said DA ;and 

WHEREAS, the City of Brazil, which supplies water to said EDA , has requested that the Redevelopment Commission assist the City with funding for a water system study to be performed by Hannum , Wagle & Cline Engineering, Inc. for the purpose of analyzing and studying the City‘s water system an d the supply of water to the I-70/State Road 59 EDA. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CLAY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION THAT: 

1. The Redevelopment Commission agrees to assist the City of Brazil in paying for the water system study by Hannum, Waggle & Cline Engineering. 

2. The Redevelopment Commission shall provide the sum of Seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000.00) from the I-70/State Road 59 Allocation Fund to the City o f Brazil to be used by the City in funding the aforementioned water system study. Said funding shall be provided as follows: 1/3rd($5,666 .66 ) shall be provided to the City at the time it enters in to its contract with Hannum, Wagle & Cline; 1/3rd($5,666.66) shall be provided to the City of Brazil upon certification from the City that at least 50% of the stud y has been completed ; an d the final 1/3rd($5,666 .66) shall be provided to the City of Brazil upon certification by the City that the study has been completed . In addition, the City shall provide the Redevelopment Commission with a complete copy of the study prior to final payment being distributed to the City. 

Adopted at a meeting of the Clay County Redevelopment Commission held the 25th day of January, 2005, in the City of Brazil, Clay County, Indiana. 

CLAY COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Presiding Officer 

Attest: Joseph M. Dierdorf /s/

Secretary 

Mr. Pohlar, engineer for the City of Brazil, answered several questions regarding the water system, how the study would benefit the City and County, and the payment structure within the instrument.
Mr. Sisson moved to adopt Resolution 2005-1.  Ms. Alumbaugh seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE TAX ABATEMENT PROCEDURE PROPOSAL

Mr. Scott Craig presented a proposal which would establish a formal procedure and process to apply for a tax abatement in Clay County.  There were questions from the Commission members, as well as the statement that the law firm Mr. Craig represented had been asked by the Commission to draft the proposal, as the Commission’s legal counsel.  Mr. Craig added that the City of Brazil was considering funneling all city tax abatement considerations through the County Commission.
There were several supportive comments from the Commission.  Mr. Coffenberry added that the formalization of the process would create a “one stop shopping” scenario for the County.  The procedure would also create a formalized time line for the application process.
Mr. Moore stated that he would entertain a motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Sisson moved to accept the proposal.  Ms. Alumbaugh seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Craig stated that he would present a formal resolution to enact the process at the next meeting of the Commission.

Ms. Alumbaugh asked Dr. Bretweiser if he thought the city would be interested in this type of process.  Dr. Bretweiser stated that he could envision that they could be or would be interested.
IN THE MATTER OF THE GLEN GERY SITE

Mr. Dierdorf volunteered to contact the Romas family in regards to access to the site.  Mr. Moore inquired as to how the process would work from this point forward if permission for access was given.  Mr. Coffenberry answered that the Brownfield study was complete, and that Cisco would be contacted to provide a quote for cleanup if permission was granted from the Romas family.
IN THE MATTER OF SUNRISE COAL COMPANY
Mr. Andrews introduced Mr. Denny Jarvis of Sunrise Coal Company.  Mr. Jarvis explained that Sunrise would be opening an underground mine in southern Clay County in the near future.  The project would last approximately five years.  Mr. Jarvis explained that Mr. Andrews had encouraged him to approach the Commission to determine if the project would qualify for any abatements, as well as how to apply.
Mr. Craig was asked if the Commission was far enough along in the process for standardization for Sunrise to use the process.  Mr. Craig answered that it would take a resolution at the next meeting to finalize the process, but he would consult with Mr. Jarvis regarding the possible application.

IN THE MATTER OF CCEDO

Mr. Jeff Stewart, President of the Clay County Economic Development Organization, appeared to discuss the relationship between the CCRC and CCEDO.  He inquired about the funds in the 2005 budget which were earmarked for CCEDO.  The Commission informed Mr. Stewart that $8,000 had been budgeted in the 2005 budget, but the funds were in the Commissioner’s budget and was titled “Redevelopment-marketing” not CCEDO.  Also, the Commissioners had reduced the amount to $4,000 in a January, 2005 budget work session..
Mr. Moore asked Mr. Stewart what his group had planned to do in the future.  Mr. Stewart answered that Mr. Aire was going to leave CCEDO in June and they were forming a search committee to address the vacancy.  Stewart commented that funding was a problem and he felt the private sector was looking to the City and County to see what they were going to do with regard to funding.  He felt that private funding sources would continue to diminish if the local governments did not provide any funding.  He also stated that CCEDO would like a member of the CCRC to sit on the CCEDO board.
Mr. Stewart respectfully asked the Commission to provide the $4,000 in the 2005 budget to CCEDO.  Mr. Moore explained that the funds were not in the Redevelopment Commission budget, but rather the Commissioner’s budget.  Mr. Stewart then respectfully requested that the Commission ask the Commissioners to give the $4,000 to CCEDO.
IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

President Moore asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from November, 2004.  Ms. Alumbaugh moved to approve the minutes from November, 2004.  Mr. Sisson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Sisson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Alumbaugh seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

